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USU student receives prestigious honor as Truman
Scholar

By Kevin Opsahl | Posted: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 1:05 am

When she was a freshman at Utah State University, Briana Bowen did not go through the typical

college experience.

At 19, she was diagnosed with thyroid cancer.

Luckily, though, with the help of doctors, the political science major is in remission. But the

“politics” behind her experience changed her.

“Once I was treated very successfully, I started to look at the policies and said, ‘Wow, health care

policy in this country really determines whether or not some people in my position have access to

health care,’” Bowen said. “What happens to people who are not fortunate enough?”

Now a junior, Bowen is putting her emphasis in public service on health care policy and will be able to

bolster that education now that she’s a Truman Scholar.

USU recently announced that Bowen was one of 62 students named as such by the Harry S. Truman

Scholarship Foundation on April 10 — the first time since 1984 that a USU student received the

scholarship.

“It’s a huge honor,” said Bowen, who was notified of her acceptance when USU President Stan

Albrecht called her into his office last week. “I’m already discovering that the best part of this

scholarship is not the monetary sum — it’s the Truman community. Truman Scholars past and present

have reached out to me and welcomed me to the family. It’s really touching to see that there are a lot

of people out there that care about public policy.”

Bowen said the scholarship gives people “the ability to go from point A — undergraduate — to point

B — a really effective public servant.”

The Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation was created as a living memorial to honor the nation’s

33rd president to find and help support the next generation of public servants and nonprofit leaders.

The scholarships were established through an Act of Congress in 1974 and are intended for students

who plan to pursue careers in public service.

The 2013 Truman Scholars were selected from a field of 629 candidates nominated by 293 colleges

and universities.

Bowen will have the chance to work together in Washington, D.C., with the other Truman Scholars

during the summer following graduation — in the Washington Summer Institute.

Being the first USU student in almost 30 years to receive the honor is, “a real reflection on the
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caliber of Utah State,” Bowen said. “And I really believe this scholarship belongs less to me than it

does to the entire Aggie community — the faculty, my mentors, people who are absolutely

instrumental in getting me through the process to receive this incredible award.”

Bowen is an honors student who serves as president of the USU College Democrats. She worked as a

regional field director for the Scott Howell for U.S. Senate campaign in 2012, canvassing

neighborhoods and knocking on doors in Northern Utah, and represented Utah State University at the

Democratic National Convention in the fall. Bowen later attended the U.S. Presidential Inauguration

as a civilian security captain with the U.S. Secret Service.

Mike Lyons, a USU political science professor, is a mentor to Bowen.

“She is intellectually gifted, self-confident, independent and disciplined — the whole package,” he

said in a statement. “She’s not just a grind it out 4.0, A-plus student. She’s all over the place.”

Bowen has not decided where she wants to go after USU. Once Bowen obtains her master of public

policy, she plans to work for the Department of Health and Human Services or on Capitol Hill in the

field of health care policy.

Bowen has already had some experience in D.C., when she worked as a public policy intern with the

Healthcare Leadership Council in 2011.

“I came away with really great appreciation for how health care policy ... really affects people,”

Bowen said. “It was not just an academic interest to find, but a really personal interest to find, at that

point.”

Bowen said even though she was young to be working in D.C., it gave her a “head start in appreciating

what the political climate really looks like.”

“In some ways, we’re not really fair when we demonize politicians; it’s a hard job, and we should give

them a little bit of a break,” Bowen said. “In other ways, we need to expect of our politicians the need

to compromise. That doesn’t mean compromising their values, but it does mean realizing that they

were elected to represent our country. They need to realize not everyone’s going to get 100 percent

of their way. They have to meet in the middle.”

Bowen emphasized how being a student at USU helped her get to this point.

“My political science classes haven’t been about memorizing a list of facts. They have been about how

to critically analyze and identify problems, and think of solutions, and that’s the kind of thinking that’s

necessary in public policy,” Bowen said.
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